
HOW CAN A DISTILLERY PRODUCE GIN  
AS SUSTAINABLY AS POSSIBLE?

Project Overview 

Award-winning gin producers Four Pillars have 

created a Healesville destination with their boutique 

distillery. G&T lovers off all types flock to the area to 

try their wide variety of gins created on site. 

According to Co-Founder Cameron McKenzie, the 

energy needed to run the production stills can be 

a challenge not just for the business, but for the 

houses and businesses around them.  

“When the production stills are heating up no one 

in the street can cook a piece of toast,”  

says Cameron.   

It wasn’t just reducing the load on the electricity 

grid that made solar panels an easy decision. The 

savings on their energy bill were as irresistible as a 

cool drink on a hot summer’s day.  

Solution 

The team at Four Pillars worked with trusted 

installation partner Cherry Energy Solutions to 

install a 65.88 kW solar system at their Healesville 

distillery. They selected black framed panels to 

better suit the style of the building.

Process 

Four Pillars chose to access an Environmental 

Upgrade Agreement to fund their solar system 

rather than use cash or another type of business 

loan. Unlike other business loans, Environmental 

Upgrade Finance combines low interest and long 

terms (in this case, 10 years) which means savings 

can exceed repayments in the very first year. Four 

Pillars entered into an agreement with Yarra Ranges 

Council and Sustainable Australia Fund to access 

finance without requiring any upfront cash  

or capital.  

“It was fast, easy and made great sense,” says 

Cameron. “We don’t notice the repayments as they 

come through on our rates notice.”

Outcome
The upgrades are expected to save the business 

over $12,800 each year and reduce their emissions 

by 1,600 tCO2-e over the life of the project. That’s 

the equivalent of powering 185 homes for a year. 

“Environmentally it’s 100% the right thing to do and 

we get great feedback from customers who walk 

through the door,” says Cameron. 
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As a property and business owner, you have the opportunity to gain from exciting changes occurring in energy, 

waste and water technologies. Environmental Upgrade Finance (EUF) can help you access capital, freeing up 

cash flow and helping you complete projects that give your business long term security and cost savings. 

Sustainable Australia Fund are Australia’s leading provider of EUF.

Easy to apply. Easy to service. 

No upfront costs for your project – Simply repay via a quarterly charge on your property rates notice. 

EUF allows you to access capital that was previously unavailable to business and property owners.

Benefits include:

• Extended finance loan terms to increase cash flow

• No additional security requirements (personal, business guarantees, mortgages or registered charges)

• Reduced business risks with low, fixed rate interest periods and predicable quarterly repayments

• No hidden costs - 100% finance for hard and soft costs

• No costly and complicated refinances

ENVIRONMENTAL UPGRADE FINANCE
FOR FOOD & BEVERAGE MANUFACTURERS

What is Environmental Upgrade Finance?
EUF is a loan made out to a building owner and repaid via quarterly 

council rates. 

Who is Sustainable Australia Fund?
Sustainable Australia Fund was established in 2002 to finance building 

repositions, solar, waste, water solutions as well as more innovative 

solutions such as waste to energy. 

Why choose us over other lenders?
Since our inception, we’ve worked with local and state governments 

to develop Environmental Upgrade Finance and help businesses 

unlock savings and sustainability. Unlike financiers that do not uniquely 

specialise in EUF, clients can trust our expertise and experience.

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE?
CONTACT US TODAY.

1300 432 044 

info@sustainableaustraliafund.com.au 

sustainableaustraliafund.com.au
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